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From the Board 
President’s Desk

Finally, the summer weather has broken and the 
refreshing cool air of fall has arrived. It is now the 
season of harvest and plenty and soon will be 
time for the holiday celebrations.  Willie and I 
even had the chance for a harvest this year. Early 
in the summer we found some butternut squash 
plants on clearance at a garden center and 
planted them on the vacant lot next to our house. 
Low and behold, they flourished and we ended 
up harvesting about fifteen squash, enough for us 
for the winter!

I decided to sit down and write this after coming 
home from Association Sunday at church. By the 
way, if you did not check out the UUA poster for 
it do so, the picture of our congregation that 
Greg Blackman took for our centennial is on the 
poster. When David asked me to do the chalice 
lighting for the service, it made me think more 
deeply about the connections I have made at and 
through Allegheny and what they mean to me. 

Webster’s defines connections in several ways but 
the two that stood out to me were “a means of 
communication” and “a set of persons associated 
together”. What struck me was how do you have 
communication without that association? The 
topics of communication and of connectedness 
come up frequently at the Board, yet I don’t 
know if the link between the two has ever been 
discussed. 

We frequently discuss how to help or assist 
members and friends in becoming connected, 
and often try different approaches. 
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I think, however, to become connected you have 
to want it. We as a congregation can reach out all 
we want, but if each of you as individual 
members and friends do not want to become 
connected it will not happen.

I ask each of you to take some time this fall, as 
the season slows before the holiday rush, and 
think about what connects you to Allegheny and 
what have you done to strengthen or increase 
those connections. They are many opportunities 
here for all, and I like to think a home for 
everyone. What are you thankful for here at 
Allegheny?

Reach out, make that step towards 
communication and association, and see what 
harvest you can reap this season.

Ed Kinley

Last November 2nd about 20 people who were 
either members of the Allegheny UU Church 
congregation or the North Side Community 
came together to send a powerful and prayerful 
message to our neighbors. We want to see a stop 
to the gun violence that affects our neighborhood 
and we care deeply about the young men who 
have died as a result of this violence. 

Join with the AUUC Racial Justice Ministry again 
this year as we send our message through prayer, 
song, and candlelight and with our feet while 
march to several local sights of shooting deaths 
from the past year. 

Help us to commemorate the lives of Trevor, 
Jehru, Terrance, Damian, Ira James and Greg all 
of whom died as a result of gunfire this past year. 
Bring a candle on Friday 2 November  at 6pm. 

Candle Light Vigil 
to Stop the 

Violence 



"You possess only a small light, but uncover it, let it 
shine. Use it in order to bring more light and 
understanding to the hearts and minds of men and 
women. Give them not hell, but hope and courage."

John Murray
Founder of Universalism in America

Are you willing to let your light shine? Would 
you like the opportunity to support Unitarian 
Universalism in a larger way that goes beyond the 
walls of your local congregation? In these times of 
cultural anxiety, we need to let our light shine to 
speak the message of liberal religion loudly and 
clearly. 

A very important way in which we let our light 
shine is by participating in the Ohio-Meadville 
District Chalice Lighters program.

An OMD Chalice Lighter is an individual who 
pledges to respond with a $10 contribution when 
the call comes to help a congregation in our 
district. 

Through this program, you can directly reach out 
and help an OMD congregation realize its dream 
of making its building accessible, or improve 
religious education for its children, or add 
needed staff for ministry, or support its social 
justice outreach or strengthen some other vital 
part of its ministry. This is a way to immediately 
support our fellow OMD congregations in their 
work to grow and nurture our faith. 

As John Murray has said, we want to spread the 
message of hope and courage to our larger 
communities. If we enroll 2,000 people in the 
OMD Chalice Lighters program, we can provide 
$20,000 to a congregation in need of a building! 
We can provide a start for a new UU society. 

OMD Chalice 
Lighters Program 



$20,000 could help a congregation call a minister! 
Just imagine what YOU-combined with the 
efforts of other Chalice Lighters-can do! 

Here’s how the program works: A congregation 
sends a proposal to the OMD Board. The Board 
reviews the request to make sure it meets 
program guidelines of scope and accountability. 

When a request passes Board review and is put 
on the priority list, the OMD sends out a "call" to 
all Chalice Lighters in the district. Each OMD 
Chalice Lighter has pledged to send a minimum 
donation of $10 to the OMD Office for the 
congregation named in the “call.”

There is a maximum of four “calls” per year. 
Consequently, the Chalice Lighter commitment 
for each year is $40 to help our OMD 
congregations grow and thrive.

Of course, Chalice Lighters are encouraged give 
more if they are inspired by the project named in 
the call. $10 per call is the requested minimum 
commitment.

Need more information or have a question? 
Call or email the OMD office at 330-948-2600
<office@ohiomeadville.org>

OMD Chalice 
Lighters Program 
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Sunday 18 November will be our Annual 
Thanksgiving Potluck!

Please plan on on bringing a dish or volunteering 
to set-up tables, but definitely plan to eat with us 
at the annual potluck,  immediately following the 
service.

A sign-up sheet will be downstairs in Founders 
Hall at the refreshment table. Please see Betty 
Schwarz or Lisa Carvajal if you have any 
questions.

Save the Date!
Sunday 18 Nov

Thanksgiving 
Potluck



Friends,

It gives me great pleasure to announce that the 
new District Administrator for the Ohio-
Meadville District will be Beth Casebolt.  Beth 
was chosen by the administrator search 
committee and ratified by the OMD Board of 
Trustees on Oct. 18.  She will begin work in her 
new position on Nov. 1, 2007.

Beth brings a wealth of talent and knowledge to 
the position. Many of you already know her from 
her work on the OMD Board and the OMD 
Lifespan Faith Development Committee.  Beth is 
a Credentialed Religious Educator at the 
Associate Level, a respected OWL trainer for 
grades K-1 and 4-6, webmaster for the District 
website, a web design and maintenance 
consultant, and OMD Small Church Resource 
Liaison.  She was the past Director of Religious 
Education for the Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation of the Ohio Valley, Bellaire, OH.   
Beth also has a background in theatre and works 
part time as the Technical Director of the Ohio 
University (Eastern Campus) Theatre 
Department in  St. Clairsville, OH. 

Beth spent many years in the nursing field (RN, 
BSN, CPN)  and was an Instructor in the 
Practical Nursing Program at the Danville, VA 
Community College.

Beth will work half time as District Administrator 
and will maintain the District Office in her home 
in St. Clairsville, OH.  Address and phone 
number changes for the District Office will be 
announced later.

Please welcome Beth to her new position.

Rev. Joan Van Becelaere

District Doings:
Beth Casebolt 
named District 
Administrator For 
the OMD



A coffeehouse favorite, Brad Yoder Duo, returns 
to the DownUnder stage. Brad Yoder and Jason 
Rafalak will be offering their old favorites along 
with the newest pearls. A highly prolific 
songwriter with a taste for irony and humor, 
Brad is has been voted top local acoustic act three 
of the past four years by the City Paper. He is 
joined by Jason Rafalak on bass and mandolin 
and backing vocals.

DownUnder 
CoffeeHouse

Then consider joining the Carnegie Museums of 
Art and Natural History as they present:
"Re-Union: The World's Largest Wedding Vow 
Renewal" 

Date: February 10, 2008 
Registration: 6-7 pm 
Ceremony: 7:30 pm
Officiant: Mayor Luke Ravenstahl 
Cost: $30/couple (drink, cake &gift bags)

All couples are welcome! 

Couples may register online at 
<http://members.carnegiemuseums.org/
vowrenewal>.

Time to Renew 
Your Vows? 



AUUC 
November
Events

Thursday 1 November
•  6:30 pm  Girl Scout Meeting   
•  8:00 pm Tai Chi Class 

Friday 2nd  
•  UU-Palooza- Peacemaking Conference 
•  5:00 pm - on YAK - The Whole Church
• 6:00 pm - All Souls Day - Victims of    
 Violence

Saturday 3rd
•  until 6:00 pm YAK - The Whole Church
•  UU-Palooza- Peacemaking Conference 
•  11:00 am Peace Vigil in front of church

There are plenty of positive signs promoting 
peace for anyone who wishes to join. Many 
supportive passersby give encouragement to 
the vigil in front of the church every 
Saturday. Please help support this ongoing 
vigil; a few minutes on a Saturday goes a 
long way to promoting peace, especially if 
you happen to be in the neighborhood!

Sunday 4 November
• 9:00 am Choir Practice
• 9:45 am Family Choir Practice
• 10:30 am Intergenerational Sunday Service 
– Speaker: Rev. David McFarland
 Choose Your God Wisely What we worship, 

we are becoming. Join Rev. Dave in his 
exploration of God in our radically free 
faith. 

– Greeters: Pete McQuillin & Friend 
– Refreshments: Jill Brethauer & Friend
•  Order Giant Eagle certificates
• 2:00 pm NA Regional Meeting

Monday 5th 
•  7:00 pm  BOT Meeting: House Report - U 

House 
•  7:00 pm  NA Meeting  - Founders Hall     



AUUC 
November

Events

Tuesday 6th 
•  12:00 pm  Oakland Lunch Bunch     

Thursday 8th
•  7:00 pm  PIIN Board   
•  7:30 pm  RE Meeting    
•  8:00 pm  Tai Chi Class   

Saturday 10th
• 11:00 am Peace Vigil in front of church

Sunday 11 November
• 9:00 am Choir Practice
• 9:30 am Communion Service
• 10:30 am Coming of Age
• 10:30 am Sunday  Service 
– Speaker: Susanne Ortner
 Sing Your Soul - Acclaimed klezmer 

musician Susanne Ortner is committed to 
intercultural and interfaith dialogue to 
break down barriers and lay the foundation 
for genuine human contact and 
understanding through music. She will be 
sharing how her unique musical calling 
feeds her soul. She will be joined in music 
by local jazz artist Tom Roberts

– Greeters: Alex West & Ed Kinley
– Refreshments: Pat Downey & Friend
•  Pick up Giant Eagle certificates

Monday 12th 
•  7:00 pm  NA Meeting - Founders Hall
•  7:30 pm  Program Meeting

Thursday 15th 
•  6:30 pm  Racial Justice Meeting
•  6:30 pm  Girl Scout Cookie Baking
•  8:00 pm  Tai Chi Class
•  8:30 pm  Shelter Meal          



AUUC
November
Events

Saturday 17th  Newsletter Deadline!    
• 11:00 am Peace Vigil - in front of church 
• 7:30 pm  DownUnder Coffeehouse  - The 

Brad Yoder Duo  in Founders Hall

Sunday 18 November
• 9:00 am Choir Practice
• 10:30 am Intergenerational Sunday Service - 

New Member Sunday
– Speaker:  Rev. David McFarland
 The Simple Gift of Thanks. Share the power 

and the blessing of a season of simplicity as 
we gather as an entire church community of 
all ages.

–  Greeters: Terese Libert & Tammy Taucher
– Refreshments: Thanksgiving Potluck! 
• 11:30 am Guest at Your Table Box 

Distribution
• 11:45 am Thanksgiving Potluck Dinner
• 4:00 - 8:00 pm Prime Timers

Monday 19th 
•  7:00 pm  NA Meeting - Founders Hall

Thursday 22nd  
•  8:00 pm Tai Chi Class    

Saturday 24th 
• 11:00 am Peace Vigil - in front of church

Sunday 25 November
• 9:00 am Choir Practice
• 10:30 am Coming of Age
• 10:30 am No RE today
• 10:30 am Sunday Service
– Speaker: TBA
– Greeters: Lynn Glorieux & Andy Schwarz
– Refreshments: Betty Schwarz & Friend



AUUC
November/
December 
Events

Monday 26th
•  7:00 pm  NA Meeting - Founders Hall
• 7:00 pm Executive Board of Trustees 

Meeting

Thursday 29th 
•  8:00 pm Tai Chi Class 

Saturday 1st
•  11:00 am Peace Vigil in front of church

Sunday 2 December
• 9:00 am Choir Practice
• 9:45 am Family Choir Practice
• 10:30 am Intergenerational Sunday Service 
– Speaker: Reverend David McFarland
 Be the Light You Seek. Join Rev. Dave in his 

reflections on the celebrations of light this 
Winter Solstice season.  

– Greeters: This could be You! 
– Refreshments: This could be You!
•  Order Giant Eagle certificates
•  2:00 pm NA Regional Meeting

Note: In order to provide a more stable and reliable schedule, 
the Advocate prints only five weeks of upcoming events.



“All Life is interrelated. . . We are caught in an 
inescapable network of mutuality; tied in a single 
garment of destiny.”

Martin Luther King, Jr.

Join PIIN as we covenant to shape the 2008 social 
and moral debate.

�  Universal Single Payer Healthcare. . . for ALL

�  Civil Rights for Immigrants

�  Regional Equity

�  Get Out the VOTE (GOTV-2008)

�  Racial Profiling

�  Guaranteed Mass Transit Funding

�  Work Force Development

November 11, 2007 @ 6pm at St. Benedict the 
Moor Church (Hill District - near Mellon Arena: 
91 Crawford St., Pittsburgh, PA 15219)

For more info, Please call PIIN at 412- 621-9230.

It All Starts With One Flame.

Has it been awhile since we've checked in? 

How about lunch?

Either at your place or here near church, I'm up 
for lunch for check in, church chat, or whatever 
is on your heart & soul.

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Blessings, 

P.S. - My treat! 

Faith in Democracy

Rev. Dave Does 
Lunch! 



Peacemaking 
Conference

The Pittsburgh area Unitarian Universalist 
churches are organizing a conference to reflect on 
Peacemaking.  All events will take place at First 
Unitarian Church.  

This conference on Peacemaking was prompted 
by the Study/Action Issue entitled "Peacemaking" 
which was adopted by the 2006 General Assembly 
of the Unitarian Universalist Association.  This 
Study/Action raises the question of whether or 
not the Unitarian Universalist Association should 
become the fourth nationally recognized peace 
church, along with the Friends (Quakers), the 
Church of the Brethren and the Mennonites.  
You can learn more about the "Peacemaking" 
Study/Action Issue by visiting <www.uua.org>.

At our Peacemaking conference, we will be 
addressing questions such as: What would it 
mean for the Unitarian Universalist Association 
to become a peace church?  How would that 
change the way we speak and act and relate?  Is 
this desirable and achievable?  If we do not 
choose to become a peace church, then what do 
we have to say about the appropriate role of 
violence in our world?  Since the "Peacemaking" 
issue will probably come before the General 
Assembly as a resolution to be voted upon, what 
feedback can we put forth from participating in 
this event?

This gathering will begin at 7:30 PM on Friday 2 
November with a concert of peace songs 
presented by Emily Pinkerton, Folk Orchestra 
Conductor at First Unitarian Church and several 
of her friends. Admission payable at the door will 
be $10 for adults or $5 for students, youth and 
children.  A reception will follow the concert.  

The gathering will continue on Saturday 3 
November with a series of presentations and 
workshops beginning at 9:00 AM and concluding 



at 4:30 PM.  The registration fee for the entire 
day is $15 for adults or $8 for students, youth and 
children.  The registration fee includes lunch and 
refreshments.  Age-appropriate activities will be 
available for children in elementary school.  
Childcare will be available of preschool or 
nursery age.  

Unitarian Universalist theologian and minister 
Paul Rasor will be presenting the keynote address 
on Saturday morning.  Dr. Rasor serves as 
Director of the Center for the Study of Religious 
Freedom at Virginia Wesleyan College in 
Norfolk, Virginia.  He is the author of Faith 
Without Certainty:  Liberal Theology in the 
Twenty-First Century.  

Our second invited presenter is Scilla Wahrhaftig.  
A member of the Pittsburgh Friends Meeting, she 
has been an activist and community organizer for 
many years.  Currently she serves as director of 
the Pittsburgh Chapter of the American Friends 
Service Committee office here in Western 
Pennsylvania. 

Our third invited presenter is Arthur Gish.  From 
1958 to 1960, Arthur served as a conscientious 
objector with the Brethren Volunteer Service in 
Europe.  In the last ten or twelve years, Arthur 
has been active with the Christian Peacemaker 
Teams, annually spending several weeks in the 
troubled city of Hebron in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories.  His most recent book is 
Hebron Journal: Stories of Nonviolent 
Peacemaking.  

Rev. David Herndon
First Unitarian Church of Pittsburgh

Peacemaking 
Conference
continued



1   All Saints' Day - Christian 

   Samhain * - Wicca/Neo Pagan northern  
   hemisphere 

   Beltane * - Wicca/Neo Pagan southern  
   hemisphere  

2   All Souls' Day -  Christian 

5   Behwa Haina ** - Mandean 

9   Diwali (Deepavali) ** - Hindu, Sikh, Jain 

12   Birth of Baha'u'llah * - Baha'i 

15   Nativity Fast begins - Orthodox Christian 

22   Thanksgiving - Interfaith 

24   Guru Tegh Bahadur martyrdom - Sikh 

   Birthday of Guru Nanak Dev Sahib - Sikh 

25   Christ the King Christian 

26   Day of Covenant * - Baha'i 

28   Ascension of  'Abdu'l-Baha * - Baha'i 

30   St. Andrew's Day - Christian 

 

www.interfaithcalendar.org

November 
Interfaith Calendar 
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