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Summer leave is here. My heart is with you.
But my mind is elsewhere! Enjoy. Bring joy.

Blessings,
Rev.D ave

Summertime, and the livin’ is easy?

As our church picnic usually signals, we have
begun the summer months. Time for hot, hazy,
humid weather and hopefully a period where we
all find some time for relaxation. | have to say,
this is not my favorite time of the year. The heat
and | are not great friends and it frequently w

on me. But | do immensely enjoy those break

get when we have a few cool days, or at least coc
mornings.

At the Board of Trustees meeting following our
annual meeting, the Board reelected me as
President for the coming year, and Kim Winb
will again serve as Vice President. Peggy
Thompson was also appointed Clerk. As most of
you should be aware, we do have an open
position of Treasurer which the Board and
Finance Committee are working towards filling.

Although many think of summer as a time of
relaxed and slowed down church life, | find that
to be far from true for the Board. In fact, sumi
is usually a very busy time of the year for your
Board.

June started with the annual calendaring

meeting. The purpose of this meeting is not just
to throw dates on the calendar, but a chance for
the Board, committee chairs, and action groups
to focus and coordinate church activities for the
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coming year. | have to be honest here folks, |
came away from that meeting very disappointed.
| realize that some people had other
commitments, however only one committee
chair attended the meeting along with only part
of the Board. Although other committees sent
dates, by not sending a physical representative
the purpose of the meeting was not really
achieved. We always schedule this meeting a yee
ahead of time, and | felt it was well publicized.
Especially after my call earlier in the year in the
newsletter for everyone to renew their
commitment to Allegheny and the positive
response it seemed to get | expected more.

| constantly hear comments from members al
communications issues in the church and the
need to coordinate better. Here was the chance
folks and it didn’'t happen. Communication is a
two way street. Information can be disseminated
but without interaction it is not communicatior
Perhaps before we complain about the lack of
communication we need to review our own
interaction and connection with our communi
Communication does not happen when people
stand on the sidelines and criticize while waiting
for others to solve their issue.

The Board will be having a retreat in August that
will focus on the development of leadership in
our congregation and how to insure leadership
succession. It has become obvious that it is
becoming difficult to find Board members,
officers, and even committee chairs (or someone
to take on the leadership of a short term project).
The Board will be seeking guidance on this issue
from our district staff and the resources available
there. We are aware that there are a lot of
members of our congregation with strong
leadership abilities, but we don’t seem to be
doing a good job of tying them in and cultivating
them in their growth. This will be one item of
focus for the Board this year.



The Board has decided to place a special focus ¢ftom the President
the broad concept of finance this year. Certainly of the Board of
this was brought to the forefront by the large  Trystees

deficit in our budget for the upcoming year.  ~;ntinued
However, there is more to it than that. We wil

scheduling four extra Board meetings this year,

the focus of each to be on some aspect of finance

including giving and canvas, fundraising and

proper management and use of our investments

and physical plants, and creating a manageable

budget. We will also be looking to strengthen the

Finance Committee in its role of guiding the

Board on financial issues.

The Board is exploring, through a task force led
by Greg Quinlan, outsourcing part of our
bookkeeping in order to make the Treasurer
position less arduous and more manageable by
one of our members. As it stands, the position
requires on average 20 hours of work a week, a
lot for any volunteer. The Board is grateful fdér al
the help the Finance Committee is providing us
in making the transition to a new Treasurer and
new job duties for that position. We are certainly
aware that this expense of outsourcing will put
even more of a strain on our stretched finances,
but general consensus is that it must be done at
this point.

Also, along the same lines, it has become evident
that we need a more focused approach and
organization to our fundraising efforts. Many
people have helped guide our efforts on
individual fundraising issues in the past, but we
have never really evaluated those fundraising
efforts as far as work put in versus payback. And
we know there are fundraising possibilities that
we are missing. We may be approaching some of
you about your interest in this area. If anyone
feels strongly they could lead such an effort ¢
contact me.

The Board is also currently working on
compensation issues for our employees.
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Annual Ingathering
Service on Sunda
9 Septembe

We intend to remain committed to fair
compensation as we do this annual evaluation.
We hope to have completed packages in place fo
our employees during August, as the new yei
them begins in September.

Lastly, thanks to all of you who replied to my call
for those interested in serving on a long range
planning task force. | will be contacting all ofi
later this summer to schedule a meeting and
further explain what the process will entail. The
Board has to finalize the general charge for this
group, and what is seen as the scope of its work.
There will be variable roles and time
commitments available, so I'm sure there will be
a place where all of you fit in. Allegheny is a
much different place then when our last five year
plan was created, and it is time for a serious
evaluation of who we are and where we want to

go.

| hope you weren’t expecting a feel good, go
summer send off. But the work of Allegheny
continues all year to keep us a vibrant, active and
functioning community.

Have a great summer, and find some time to
recharge for the beginning of a new church year
in September. See you all at the ingathering
service on Sunday 9 September.

Ed Kinle

Don't forget to collect water from your favorite
summer place!

On Sunday 9 September we will have our
traditional annual Ingathering Service. For those
of you who are new, this service includes a
ceremony of pouring water from our favorite
places, both near and far, into a collective bowl.
So scoop up a small sample of water from the
ocean, a lake, a creek, a swimming pool, a puddle
or your kitchen sink and bring it to church on

the 9th of September.



This is just a note to let you know that a group oSmall Group

us (Kim Banks, Jane Dirks, Lynne Forges, Dian¢/inistry
McMahon, Pete McQuillin, Tim Nuttle and Gr Exploratory Group
Quinlan) have been meeting with Rev. Dave

every two weeks for the past couple of months to

try to flesh out what a small group ministry

might look like at AUUC and to kick it off in the

fall.

So what have we figured out so far? Well, a lot is
still to be worked out, but here are some of the
elements we’'ll likely incorporate:

* Groups will be 6 to 10 people.

* All groups will be open to new members.

« If groups grow large enough, they will split into
two groups.

* The main purpose of each group will be to
intentionally build relationships with each other i
the group.

* There will be a deep check in time at each
meeting.

» Groups will likely be organized around a theme,
but that’s not decided.

» Each group will have facilitator and a co-
facilitator

* Members will covenant to follow ground rules
established by the group and to not miss meetings
for a subscribed period of t

* As a part of the group covenant, each group will
perform a service—either to the church or
community.

Why are we doing this? Well, in short, we wa
offer every member a chance to be in relatior
with a small group of people who really care for
one another. We think there is a real hunger for
this in our congregation. There is much more to
this that won't fit in this article, so be sure to
engage one of us in a conversation to find out
more and to get your input to the exploratory

group.



Pittsburgh UU’s
Organize to Help
in New Orleans

Note: Michael Miller will be giving the mori
address at AUUC on July 8 and will have
information about this trip at coffee hour.

The Unitarian Universalist Association and the
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee
continue working together to coordinate
volunteer relief efforts in the Gulf Coast.
Although it has been two years since Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita slammed the Gulf Coast, there
remains serious devastation and great on-going
need for recovery efforts. Unitarian Universa
everywhere have contributed large sums of
money and many hours of effort, lending skills
and compassion to help those most directly
affected so that they may regain their homes,
their dignity and their lives.

The Social Action Committee (SAC) of the UU
Church of the South Hills, Pittsburgh, is
currently developing plans to create an
opportunity for local UU’s to travel to New
Orleans to help with these reconstruction effc
The UUA/UUSC Gulf Coast coordinators have
given SAC the green light to come down to New
Orleans the week of October 13-20, 2007 an:
the on-going volunteer clean-up effort. A group
of up to 40 adults will travel from Pittsburgh to
New Orleans on Saturday 13 October and tal
temporary residence at First Unitarian, New
Orleans. There the group will live dormitory-
style for a week, purchasing its own food and
preparing its own meals in the church’s well-
supplied kitchen. After spending a day in
training and orientation, the group will then
devote five days to the hard work of helping
victims reclaim their homes and their lives. We
will return to Pittsburgh on Saturday 20 October.



Although SAC is providing the impetus and  Pittsburgh UU’s
coordinating the effort, the hope is that the  Organize to Help
greater Pittsburgh UU community will join the  in New Orleans
effort and that the ultimate group of 40 will be  continued

made up of UU’s from all of the area UU

churches. This is a wonderful opportunity for

the Pittsburgh UU’s to come together to put our

values and principles into action and to

strengthen our community in the process.

The expenses of the trip will be borne by
individuals and is expected to total
approximately $350 per person, including airfare
to New Orleans, ground transportation in New
Orleans in the form of commercial vans, $5/n
fee to First Unitarian Church/ New Orleans for
the use of their church building, safety
equipment in the form of N-95 masks and filters,
and food for the week. Of course, any personal
expenses above those basic necessities will
depend on the activities and needs of individt
Various fundraising ideas and efforts are being
discussed and the success of those fundraising
efforts may help lower the out-of-pocket
expenses of some or all participants.

Please consider joining this critically needed
effort with your fellow Pittsburgh Unitarian
Universalists. If you have questions, fundraising
ideas, want to volunteer to join the group and/or
help with plans and preparations, please contact
Michael Miller, Coordinator, at 412-650-9040 or
at <mmiller@usaor.net> More information
about the UUA/UUSC Gulf Coast efforts can be
found at svww.uua.org>and at
<WWW.UUSC.0rg>




Sunday 1st July AUUC
* 9:45 am Family Choir Practice J Uly

» 10:30 am Sunday Service

— SpeakerJane Dirks Events
Pronoia: Why not expect the g#ad@C La

Leader Jane Dirks will explore how our
attitudes and outlook can affect us.

— GreetersTBA
— Refreshment®Betty Schwarz
* Order Giant Eagle certificates

Monday 2nd
e 7:00 pm NA Meeting in Founder’'s Hall

e 7:00 pm Board of Trustees in U House

Thursday 5th
* 8:00 pm Tai Chi Class

Saturday 7th
» 11:00 am Peace Vigil in front of church

Sunday 8th July

* 10:30 am Sunday Service

— SpeakemMichael Miller
Storms of Changdichael Miller of the UU
Church of the South Hills will talk about his
experiences volunteering with the UU
Service Committee in New Orleans. (See the
article about plans for another trip to New
Orleans in October elsewhere in this
newsletter.)

— GreetersTBA

— RefreshmentsLisa Carvajal & Chris Stygar

* Pick up Giant Eagle certificates

Monday 9th
e 7:00 pm NA Meeting in Founders Hall



Thursday 12th
AUUC * 7:00 pm PIIN Board

JUly * 7:30 pm RE Committee
E * 8:00 pm Tai Chi Class
vents Saturday 14th

» 11:00 am Peace Vigil in front of church

Sunday 15th July

* Summer Institute Begins
* 9:30 am Communion Service
* 10:30 am Sunday Service

— SpeakerLaura Winter

Growing up Gardeningaura Winter, Master
Gardener, educator and founder of the Gi
Millenium Children's Garden on the North
Side, will share her vision of volunteerism
here in her own community. Tending the
garden enriches the lives of local children
the adults who guide them.

— GreetersTBA

— RefreshmentdNancy Karpinski and Tammy

Taucher

Monday 16th
» 7:00 pm NA Meeting in Founders Hall

Thursday 19th
* 8:00 pm Tai Chi Class

* 9:00 pm Shelter Meal

Saturday 21st
e Summer Institute Ends

» 11:00 am Peace Vigil in front of church



Sunday 22nd July

* 10:30 am Sunday Service

— SpeakerTBA

— GreetersTBA

— RefreshmentdMark and Kate Tomlinson

Monday 23rd
e 7 pm NA Meeting in Founder’s Hall

» General Assembly

Thursday 26th
* 8:00 pm Tai Chi Class

Saturday 28th
» 11:00 am Peace Vigil in front of church

Sunday 29th July
* 10:30 am Sunday Service

— SpeakerAUUC's Spiritual Journey Group
Celebrating Lughnasadh: First Harvest, First

Fruits

AUUC's Spiritual Journey Group will mark
this date by sharing with us: fruits, insights,

questions.
— GreetersTBA
— RefreshmentEllen Kerr

Monday 30th
e 7:00 pm NA Meeting

e 7:00 pm Board of Trustees in U House

Thursday 2nd August
* 8:00 pm Tai Chi Class

Saturday 4th
» 11:00 am Peace Vigil in front of church

AUUC
July/
August
Events



AUUC
August
Events

Sunday 5th August

* 10:30 am Sunday Service

— SpeakerKim Walkenhorst & Friends,
founders of Beleza Community Coffee
House

Grounds for ActioVhat motivates a group
of friends from Michigan to move into
urban Pittsburgh, create a community and
seek social justice? Starting with just seven
people, 30 more have moved into the North
Side and more are on their way. The
founders of Beleza will share their story.

— GreetersTBA
— Refreshmentd BA
* Order Giant Eagle certificates

Monday 6th
» 7:00 pm NA Meeting in Founders Hall

Thursday 9th
* 7:00 pm PIIN Board

* 7:30 pm RE Committee
* 8:00 pm Tai Chi Class

Saturday 11th
» 11:00 am Peace Vigil in front of church

Sunday 12th August

* 10:30 am Sunday Service
— SpeakerTBA
— GreetersTBA
— Refreshmentslane Dirks
» Pickup Giant Eagle certificates

Monday 13th
» 7:00 pm NA Meeting in Founders Hall

Thursday 16th
* 8:00 pm Tai Chi Class

Saturday 18th
» 11:00 am Peace Vigil in front of church



Sunday 19th August

* 10:30 am Sunday Service
— SpeakerRick Smith

Steer By Needs: A Path Towards Heia&e
Smith will share his personal journey
towards peace.

— GreetersTBA
— RefreshmentsPat Downey

Monday 20th
e 7:00 pm NA Meeting in Founders Hall

Thursday 23rd
* 8:00 pm Tai Chi Class

Saturday 25th
» 11:00 am Peace Vigil in front of church

Sunday 26th August

» 10:30 am Sunday Service
— SpeakerJane Dirks

Animal Blessinglane Dirks will lead this
annual AUUC "pet blessing".

BRING YOUR PETS! Service will be held
outdoors, weather permitting.

— GreetersTBA
— RefreshmentsTBA

Monday 27th
e 7:00 pm NA Meeting in Founders Hall

Wednesday 29th
* 7:30pm Choir practice

Thursday 30th
* 8:00 pm Tai Chi Class

AUUC
August
Events



AU UC Saturday 1st September
* 11:00 am Peace Vigil in front of church

Septembe Sunday 2nd September
EventS * 9:00 am Choir Practice
* 10:30 am Sunday Service
— SpeakerJennifer Russell

The Soul of Worllennifer Russell explores
the struggle between making a living and
keeping the faith.

— GreetersTBA
— RefreshmentdViarie Engberg

Monday 3rd
e 7:00 pm NA Meeting in Founders Hall

» 7:00 pm Board of Trustees in U House

Sunday 9th September

* 9:00 am Choir Practice
* 9:45 am Family Choir Practice
* 10:30 am Sunday Service
— SpeakerReverend David McFarland
Ingathering Service
— GreetersTBA
— RefreshmentsTBA

Monday 10th
* 7:00 pm NA Meeting in Founders Hall

Thursday 13th
* 7:30 pm RE Committee

* 8:00 pm Tai Chi Class

Saturday 15th
» 11:00 am Peace Vigil in front of church



Going to
Pittsburgh and
We're Gonna Ge!
(re)-Married ...
Homos, too!

The Post-Gazette reports that as part of our city's
250th anniversary, we'll be host to the "World's
Largest Wedding Vow Renewal" in February,
2008. Organizers hope to attract 1,000 wedded
couples to renew their vows. Why?

Two of the themes of the 250th celebration are
attracting reunions and homecomings to the city
and underscoring family and community ties.
Getting a thousand couples to reaffirm their v

is a way to do both.

"It's something that comes straight out of the
word 're-union.' | was surprised no one had
thought of it already,” said Kitty Julian,
marketing director of Carnegie Museums of Art
and Natural History, who came up with the idea.
"Pittsburgh is all about love of family, tradition,
nostalgia ... This is exactly in that neighborh®

Something about the phrase "straight out of the
word 'reunion™ got me thinking -- would event
organizers welcome LGBT couples who are
legally married, albeit not in Pennsylvania?
Would they recognize couples who are domestic
partnered and civil unioned?

Turns out, they willl Here's what she had to say
via email: Wedding vow renewal isn't a legal
event, but is a celebration of love and family.
We'd be honored to have LGBT couples
participate. Since this is a Guinness World
Record breaking attempt we are following their
requirement that, "all couples must provide a
copy of their original marriage certificate." They
don't seem to specify that it must be from a
specific state. So, as long as people have such a
certificate, and pre-register they are in! | don't
know what Guinness says about civil unions or
even if one gets a certificate in that situatiarn, b
we'll contact them to find out, and will report
back what we learn.



After the Guinness ceremony, there will Going to
apparently be a mass blessing (no pun intended)pjttsburgh and
led by leaders from multiple local faith We're Gonna Get

communities. Now that could get interesting... (re)-Married

The date of the ceremony is Sunday 10 Februaryjomos, too!
2008. Those wishing to preliminarily register for continued
the event may contact Carnegie Museums

marketing assistant Leigh Kish at 412-578-2571

or <kishl@carnegiemuseums.org>.

SOURCE: http://www.pghlesbian.com/blog/
Marriage/_archives/2007/6/13/3020208.html

SOURCE: http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/
07164/793543-355.stm

The Thanksgiving in Spring Food Drive for the Food Drive
food pantry at NCM was a great success. ThankSuccess!
to all who brought in food.

Your donations totaled 525 Ibs. of food and close
to $100 in monetary donations. A special thanks
to Douglas Meikle, Claire Thomas and David
Minchez for all their help. What a good example
they set for the rest of our youth with their
energy and enthusiasm. Look for another food
drive in the fall. Can we do 1,000 pounds?

Remember, you can donate to the food bank at
any time of the year, not just during an organ
drive. Bring your donations in and place them in
the basket in Founders Hall.

If anyone would like to make the food pantry
their personal project, feel free to contact me for
information.

Willie Dawson



OMD Hiring
Youth Ministries
Consultant

The Ohio Meadbville District is currently hiring a
Youth Ministries Consultant.

Do you have a passion for Youth Ministry?

Do you strive to establish respectful and
empowering relationships with youth and adults?

Do you understand the importance of safe and
spiritual youth ministry in the lives of our
Unitarian Universalist youth?

If so, consider applying to serve as the Ohio
Meadville District Youth Ministries Consultant.

The primary role of the Youth Ministries
Consultant will be to serve the congregations of
the Ohio Meaduville District by providing
leadership, partnership and support for the
Youth/Adult Committee (YAC) as they work to
plan and implement the OMD youth
conferences.

Applicants should send a cover letter, resume
contact information for 1-3 references via email
to:

Karen Lapidus, Program Consultant for Lifespan
Faith Development
Ohio-Meadville District of the UUA

<kluure@prodigy.net>
Deadline (firm) for applications:
Wednesday 11 July 2007 at noon.

If you or someone you know is interested, you
can find the job description and details at the
OMD website at

<http://omd.uua.org/leaders/staff/ymcjob.html>



North Side Common Ministries' Membership  NSCM Affliates
Assembly unanimously voted to affiliate with  with Goodwiill,
Goodwill Industries, Pittsburgh. The name will  Pittsburgh
change to Goodwill/North Side Common

Ministries, but other than some important

bylaws changes, the transition should be

seamless.

Most importantly, services won't be disrupted in
the least. And Allegheny will still serve meals at
the same place, bring food to the same place, and
write checks to the same place. Clients shouldn't
notice the change, either.

More on what this new affiliation means will be
in the next newsletter in September.

The bald eagle is no longer an endangered Celebrate the Bald
species! The endangered species act has lor  Eagle's Recovery
touted as the strongest environmental law in the

world, however, it is constantly under threat

from anti-environmentalists. Isn't it great to see

such a clear success? Just think what we co

as a country if we followed our own example!

And don't worry: eagles will still be protected

under the Bald Eagle Protection Act.

Tim Nuttle




July
Interfaith Calendar

August
Interfaith Calendar

11
13
15
23

24

25

11
15

28

29

Martyrdom of the Bab Baha'i

St Benedict DayGatholic Christian
Obon (Ulambana) Buddhist

St. Vladimir Day©rthodox Christian

Birthday of Emperor Haile Selassi | -
Rastafari

Pioneer DayMormon Christian
Tisha B'Av Jewish
St. James the Great D&hristian

Lammas Christian
Lughnassadwicca/Neo Pagan No. Hemis.
Imbolc -Wicca/Neo Pagan So. Hemis.

Transfiguration of The LordGrthodox
Christian

Lailat al Miraj Islam

Assumption of Blessed Virgin Mary -
Catholic Christian

Dormition of the Theotokos®rthodox
Christian

Lailat al Bara'aHslam

Raksha BandhanHindu

Paryushana beginslain

Beheading of John the Bapti@hristian

www.interfaithcalendar.org
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